[bookmark: _2oefgcjbz5z2]FLME 4910
[bookmark: _7ud1v9kcaj0h]SENIOR SEMINAR IN FILM - COVID19 EDITION
[bookmark: _7ud1v9kcaj0h]T/R 9:30-10:45
[bookmark: _7ud1v9kcaj0h]ONLINE
[bookmark: _3u0359t8eis6]Instructor
Mr. Colin Wheeler (he/they) 

Email
cwheeler11@student.gsu.edu

[bookmark: _r70j1r5nkaxw]Course Description
Focusing on experimental and avant-garde films, this class juxtaposes great animators with other non-narrative directors. You will develop a set of tools useful for deciphering and criticizing films that defy conventional methods of analysis. These theoretical frameworks will also inform your filmmaking and vice versa. For this reason, this class embraces a dual practical/theoretical relationship to the subject. Throughout the semester, we will address many questions, a few of which are: What is animation? What makes a film “experimental?” How have these definitions changed over time? How and what do these films communicate? How can we criticize that which defies conventional narrative modes? As we examine these topics, you will develop critical tools necessary for interrogating the bizarre and revolutionary. 
[bookmark: _lrl5kycxa7zs]Required Readings
All of the required readings will be made available in our class section iCollege.
[bookmark: _nk3nbiwbakh7]
[bookmark: _glul3imf5l2a]Assignments
You should check iCollege and your email on Panthermail regularly for updates. All grades will be uploaded to iCollege as soon as possible.
	Attendance & Participation
	10 points

	Responses to Films & Reading
	10 points

	Midterm Exam
	10 points

	Final Exam
	10 points

	Final Project
	60 points

	Total 
	100 points


[bookmark: _w84j2astk2nh]Participation & Attendance
I post a video presentation and several short films every Tuesday and Thursday, at 9:30am. Please watch each video according to the instructions. When I post something, you have twenty four hours to write a response to the videos and/or a response to another student’s comment. You can earn a maximum of 10 points for each class.

	more than one paragraph
	2 points

	relevant to the material
	2 points

	references the reading
	2 points

	perfect punctuation and grammar
	2 points

	Also Responded to another Student
	2 points

	Total 
	10 points


[bookmark: _2sao5kg3varb]
[bookmark: _v9fz8egihaw3]Responses to Readings
On iCollege, under Assignments, you can write a response to the week’s films and readings. Talk about at least one reading and at least one film from class, although you may reference outside materials. By the end of the semester, you must complete at least 10 weeks worth of responses, although you may write up to 13 for extra credit. The responses must be turned in before class on Tuesday, 9:30am. 

	more than one paragraph
	2 points

	references all the week’s readings
	2 points

	references this week’s films
	2 points

	references outside media
	2 points

	perfect punctuation and grammar
	2 points

	Total 
	10 points


[bookmark: _nluftzybzrnf]Exams
The exams consist of essay questions to be filled out on iCollege. You may use your notes but wording responses very closely to existing sources will result in no credit for the answer. Both exams are cumulative.
[bookmark: _v9ozqel5zcrg]

[bookmark: _5hd5xobdsao1]Final Project
Create a 1.5+ minute experimental short film. Write a paper about your film’s influences and submit it alongside the project. There are various milestones to keep up to date. 

	Assignment
	Point Value
	Due Date

	Project Proposal
	10 points
	3/5

	Annotated Bibliography
	10 points
	3/31

	Rough Draft of either film or paper
	10 points
	4/9

	Final Paper
	10 points
	4/23

	Final Film
	50 points
	4/23

	Total 
	100 points
	


You must argue that your short film is experimental and connect it to the readings from class. You can focus on the aesthetics, pay homage to a creator, or expand upon ideas present in the readings. You will need to include at least 3 academic sources and 3 filmic sources cited in MLA. All projects should include “credits” noting not only yourself as director, but all academic, filmic, and musical sources used in your film. 
[bookmark: _yaf8drx1zlyz]

[bookmark: _s9a0vnvennjp]Grade and Policies
[bookmark: _liaj13beqb0i]Course Schedule
[bookmark: _qwpg9w8z4psl]Subject to change 
	Week 12
	The Puppet Flesh
	

	3/31/2020
	Jennifer Barker, The Tactile Eye, 1-56
	Annotated Bibliography Due

	4/2/2020
	Bendazzi, Animation: A World History Vol.2, pg.157-164 (Quay)
	

	Week 13
	Personal Film
	

	4/7/2020
	Bendazzi, Animation: A World History Vol.3, pg.30-64 (Sorensen, Mose, Priestly, Selwood, Plympton, Koval
	

	4/9/2020
	Jonas Mekas, “Notes on the New American Cinema,” in Film Culture Reader, 87-107.
	

	
	Juan A. Suarez, “Pop, Queer, or Fascist? The Ambiguity of Mass Culture in Kenneth Anger’s Scorpio Rising,” in Experimental Cinema, The Film Reader, ed. Wheeler Winston Dixon and Gwendolyn Audrey Foster (New York: Routledge, 2002), 115-137.
	Rough Draft of either Film or Paper

	Week 14
	nonfiction modes
	

	4/14/2020
	Michael Zyrd “Found Footage Film as Discursive Metahistory”
	Final Exam Opens on iCollege 

	
	Interview with Craig Baldwin from Senses of Cinema
	

	4/16/2020
	--none--
	

	Week 15
	Online Media and Cultural Detritus
	

	4/21/2020
	Harriet and Salter. Flash. 2007 pg26-52
	Final Exam closes on iCollege

	4/23/2020
	--none--
	Final Projects and Final Papers Due



